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Elephants, which are large and grey, 
can be found in Africa and Asia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The elephant that married a 
mouse became a movie star. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Above you can see two "complete" English sentences, each of which contains two "parts" or 

"clauses" 
2. In each sentence One of the clauses is the main clause and the other is the subordinate clause.  
3. Can you underline the main clause in each sentence? 
4. What information does the main clause communicate? What information does the subordinate 

clause communicate? Main clause = main information, subordinate clause =information relative to a 
noun in the main clause. 

5. Which of the subordinate clauses:  
a) gives "extra information" about the noun it refers to? , which are large and grey, 
b) "defines" or "specifies" the noun it refers to? that married a mouse 

6. What is the difference in sentence structure (punctuation)? one has commas, the other doesn't 
7. What words are used to start a relative clause? What are they called? which/that. Relative 

pronouns/adverbs 
8. What other relative pronouns can you think of? who, whom, whose - Adverbs: when, where, why 
9. Do the above relative clauses refer to the subject or object of the sentences? subject 
10. What is the 'obvious' difference between: sentence a) has 'that', sentence b) doesn't. 

a) The lady that you wanted to speak to has arrived 
b)  The lady you wanted to speak to has arrived 

11. In the two sentences in question number 10. above, does the relative clause refer to the subject or 
the object? object - You wanted to see her. 

12. When can the relative pronoun be omitted? when the relative clause is relative to the object of 
the main clause. 

13. In non-defining relative clauses, which pronoun and adverb cannot be used?that/why 
*If a relative pronoun is not followed by a noun or pronoun, it is a subject pronoun. If it is followed by 
a noun or pronoun, it is an object pronoun. 

E.g., The apple that's on the table is mine.   The apple that you ate was mine! 


